Houston-Athens Marathon Exchange Program (Pastichio Dinner)
Dear Mr. President,

Dear guests and friends

I am really excited to be part of tonight’s event. I also have to admit I am impressed with the quality of pasticcio I had tonight, which tasted even better than my mothers’ back home, so pls join me in putting our hands together for Mr. Dennis Moustakis and his team for having prepared this very delicious dish for us.
Dear Friends, for every Greek the word marathon is associated with two legends. The first one is related to the great and victorious battle in which the Greek navy and army of General Miltiades changed the route of the world history and shaped our today’s values and democracy. For those of you who don’t remember what really happened back in those years allow us to refresh very briefly your memory through a very enlightening clip. The second one, which is actually a true story, refers to the bare foot Athenian soldier, who, after an exhausting 42,195 km race, from the site of the battle to Athens, announced the victory of Greeks to the Athenians and immediately passed away from physical exhaustion.
Dear friends,Every year thousands of marathon races take place all around the world. For 2011, τhe original marathon course, the most challenging event, even for the most experienced runners was held in Athens, on November 13. It was its 2501st Anniversary. On January 15th we celebrate the 40th Annual Houston Marathon. I am extremely proud to see the Houston-Athens Marathon Exchange program being an integral part of the Houston marathon festivities and the commitment of the Greek American community of Houston in its success. The program is the only program of its kind.  It provides a unique opportunity for runners from Greece to participate in the Houston Marathon as well as an opportunity for 2 lucky individuals from the Houston area to run the historic course in Athens and experience the thrill of being a part of history.  
Running a marathon is no small achievement. It takes months of physical training, strong will-power, determination and dedication, not to mention the lack of sleep for those long runs.  A strong support system is essential for any marathon runner and it is people like you who help boost the spirits of these runners.
Before I conclude, I would like to ask Mr…...to  join me here in the podium and accept, as a recognition for his efforts and support to our event and to the Athens-Houston marathon exchange program, a very rare publication of pictures and material from the marathon exhibition that took place in Athens in 2010. May God give you health and strength to continue your activities. I also wholeheartedly welcome the runners from Greece, that are among us tonight, Mr. Vasilios Pouliopolos and Mrs. Vasiliki Karageorgaki that came to our city to participate in the Houston Marathon and wish them all luck in their race. I hope they will enjoy the hospitality of the Greek community of Houston. A very warm welcome also to the runners from Houston who participated in the Athens Classic Marathon on November 13, 2011. I am convinced that for the next two chosen runners, their participation in the 2012 Athens marathon will remain an unforgettable experience.
Finally my congratulations and special thanks to the organizing committee of the event, and to all of you for supporting this initiative.
