Your eminence Metropolitan of Denver,

Reverend fathers,

Honorable city council member Pennington

Honorable members of the consular corps

Dear compatriots, ladies and gentlemen,
It is my great honor and privilege to welcome you to the celebration of the Greek Independence Day, the most important day of the year for the Greek nation around the world. March 25, 1821 became the starting point of the contemporary history of our independent state and of its historical role in the international scene. Ever since, Greece has been at the center stage of all major world and European events, struggling and fighting for peace, prosperity and unity of nations. Today, Greece enjoys friendly and stable relations with all countries and works with them, through its diplomatic and political alliances, to resolve dominant political, economic or humanitarian problems existing in Middle East, Syria, the euro zone, or in various sites hit by natural disasters. 

We are extremely delighted to be able to celebrate this memorable occasion today with our fellow Americans. I can assure you there are no other countries more influenced or affected by the deeds and achievements of each other as the US and Greece. You only have to look at the capitol hill in Washington D.C., or at government buildings in Austin, you can also reflect on the Hellenic ideals and principles the American state and American people embrace and implement each day: freedom, democratic voting assembly, a jury, a political system with checks and balances, a good education for American children. On the other hand, when the new democracy was formed in Greece, we charged ourselves with imitating and resembling American democracy, just like our forefathers shaped our democracy around the ideals of Aristotle and Socrates. 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

Greece, alike Portugal, Spain, Ireland and Italy tries also to cope with the results of a painful austerity policy. After 4 consecutive years of sacrifices there are signs now toward recovery, growth, and a more competitive economy. 2013 is set to be pivotal for the Greek economy, for trade, and for investment. 
Already we see noteworthy and important developments in Greece’s investment environment. Amid a global climate of rapid change, investors are discovering that Greece provides significant opportunity in a variety of sectors. Just recently, Hewlett Packard announced an agreement to use the Port of Piraeus, as its regional shipping hub, forwarding cargo by land, onward, via Greece’s railway. In addition, the decision by Unilever to shift production to Greece of 110 products demonstrates the competitive advantages our country can offer to major multinationals in manufacturing for domestic consumption and for export markets.
At the same time Greece is embarking on an unprecedented effort to exploit its potential hydrocarbon resources in territorial waters west of continental Greece and south of Crete. The results, to become public early this coming fall, are expected to create new standards for the European oil and gas market and provide additional revenues for the Greek economy.
Finally tourism, remains the backbone of every economic activity. Greece is one of the top tourism destinations in the world. The number of tourism visits over the last decade has shown a steady increase. More than 17 million people visited Greece in 2008, and it is expected that in 2013 this number will reach 20 million, almost twice the country’s population.
Ladies and gentlemen,
Tonight we celebrate not only the Greek movement for freedom, but also the enormous role the Orthodox Church played in this period of Greek history. For without the security and structure which the Church provided, this long and arduous process of education and enlightenment would not have taken place. On this occasion we are blessed to have with us, the metropolitan of Denver Isaiah, the spiritual leader of Greek orthodoxy in Texas. His presence here means a lot to us. Through his personal contribution and the work of his ministers, Greek orthodox church in Texas has proved, very beneficial in boosting the morale and consciousness of the Greek Diaspora and in preserving the richness of the Greek culture.
Before I conclude, I want to extend special thanks to our sponsors, especially to the maritime companies you see in the banner. Without their help this event wouldn’t be possible. Sincere thanks to all Greeks present here tonight as well, for honoring our country and for their continuous support in my mission. We are now embarking on a new effort, to mobilize the greek-american youth of Texas and make them join our efforts for the promotion of Greek culture and civilization. This is the biggest challenge I have to deal with during my mission, but the signs so far are very encouraging.
Thank you for your attention. 
