Speech of Consul on occasion of the Greek Independence Day in Dallas

Dear compatriots,

Thank you for this warm reception. It’s a real honor for me and my wife to be among such a vibrant and active Hellenic community today, the most important day of the year for the Greek nation. I have to confess that this morning really felt like Greece as I managed to be with my fellow compatriots, attend the divine doxology and be part of this very worthy cause of the philoptocos relief fund. Mrs. President, allow me to say that your efforts today prove the high level of patriotism and love for the motherland. I will make sure that this effort of yours is properly communicated to the Greek government.

Ladies and gentlemen,

I’ve been honored by the Greek government to serve as consul of Greece in Houston since October 2011, having mainly two important goals:

a)to be close to you, to listen to all your problems and all requests related to your statehood and make sure they are timely and effectively resolved and

b) to work with you in order to defend our national interests, preserve and promote our cultural and national heritage in the state of Texas.

In the first effort, I am lucky to be working with skillful and qualified staff which stands ready, any time to deal with your problems and provide you with the right answers. Our door at the consulate is open daily. I do of course recognize that driving to Houston can be money or time consuming and for all those who find it hard or inconvenient to come to Houston we are always willing to help you, in some selected cases, over the phone.

Defending national interests is though a rather complex and important job. As such it cannot be left entirely upon a single person; it requires a collective effort, alert and readiness for response from all of us.  The necessity for this kind of action is more intense nowadays where our country remains high among the main headlines in international media due to its public debt problems and its effort to reform its economy. During this coverage unfortunately we frequently have to deal with stereotypes and oversimplified arguments such as “the Greeks are lazy” or that they retire in a very young age which distort the truth and undermine the pride of our nation. It’s our patriotic duty to reverse this bad picture widely diffused and present a different more bright, more optimistic idea of Greeks. Of course we are not running away from our responsibilities. The financial crisis in Greece is first and foremost the result of our own poor management of the country, of lack of education, of structural inefficiencies in our society, of a misinterpretation of the real meaning of life. But regardless of who brought Greece in this situation no one has the right to offend a whole nation, erasing centuries of significant contribution in the history of mankind. No one can undermine the gigantic effort of Greek taxpayers to support the restructuring of their economy and to regain control of their lives.
Ladies and gentlemen,

Three weeks ago a very important agreement came into effect. The so called PSI, “public sector involvement”, according to which holders of Greek bonds accepted a significant loss in the value of their bonds. Our public debt was reduced by 105 billion and for the first time in the last two years there is some light of optimism that we have found a way out of this tunnel. Of course there are still a lot to be done by all of us, by each one of us individually. I call upon your patriotic sentiment to stay close to your roots and eliminate all negative comment or attitudes against our country. Stay in touch with the consulate, try to participate to the events and the affairs of the associations here in Dallas and please report back to me cases or ideas you deem capable of showing the significance and importance of our country. Let me give you two ideas for practically demonstrating your interest. We are doing a great effort in Houston through the HCC-SW to promote aspects of ancient and modern Greek civilization, I would love to see some of you devoting time and supporting financially our work. I would love to see a branch of the center created here in Dallas. Additionally, I’ve also started an effort to create a special educational portal inside the embassy’s web page where all scholarships offered in Texan universities will be communicated to interested Greek students. I would be delighted if some of the university professors or students present here tonight can contribute and provide the necessary information to my office.

Dear friends,

Many people in Greece rely now to the highly qualified pool of Greek American professionals around the world; people who have succeeded in their lives, to give us an example to follow. We need elite we can trust for providing us with solutions and with help. We truly live historical moments and it is also an historical moment of responsibility for all of us. So let’s not talk any more. Let’s see some actions.
Thank you for your attention and continue to keep high the Greek flag in Dallas.
