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Greece was hosted at the European Delegation stand at Global Table Melbourne, on Tuesday 3 September, in order to promote awareness on Greek Geographical Indication (GI) products, such as feta, olive oil, ouzo, and mastiha spirit.

Three weeks earlier, the Australian government had published the list of GIs which the European Union has proposed to include in the provisions of the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) currently negotiated between the EU and Australia and on the same day it had launched a public consultation on the issue of Geographical Indications. In this respect, our initiative to inform the public about the quality of European GI products and the expected benefits for Australia comes at a very crucial time.

The Consulate General of Greece in Melbourne and the Trade Commission of Greece in Australia we represent at the EU stand at Global Table, and representatives of the Greek companies EPIROS and TIRNAVOS IMPORTS offered their products for tastings all day. Global Table visitors had the opportunity to taste authentic feta drizzled with olive oil, but also hot grilled saganaki cheese, and ice cold ouzo and mastiha, and to learn how they are made, and how we guarantee their exceptional quality.

European Union experts were also present at the stand to inform the public about the expected benefits from the introduction of Geographical Indications to Australia. Among the European experts, we had the honour to include the European negotiator on Geographical Indication issues in the Free Trade Agreement between EU and Australia, Mr. Lionel Mesnildrey, Deputy Head of Unit for Asia and Australasia of the Directorate General for Agriculture. Mr Mesnildrey discussed with journalists and visitors and he answered their questions.

Greece has several centuries long agricultural traditions and internationally famous food products. As a result, there is a strong presence of Greek products in the EU lists of GI products. Furthermore, half the Greek exports of goods to Australia consist of food products. Therefore it is particularly important for Greece that the status of Greek GIs is recognised under the FTA. 

But we believe that the recognition of GIs in the future Free Trade Agreement will be very beneficial for Australia as well. It will guarantee the quality of products available to the Australian consumers; it will protect the consumers against products that exploit famous brands in order to mislead about their actual qualities; and it will offer the opportunity to Australian producers to brand and promote their own unique traditional products in a similar way.

