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Potential Qatari investors can benefit from very tmsts in Greece which offers many investment dppdies in the energy, trade, real estate
and tourism sectors, Greek Ambassador loannis Aakéet (pictured) has told Gulf Times.

Citing a new three-year economic and financial mogne endorsed by its partners and a stable goeatrfior the next four years, the envoy
noted that its implementation will benefit not odyeece but all countries in the area includingg®and other GCC sates.

“It is now up to our Qatari friends to use any #ifale opportunity and they are most welcome in yntry,” he said, expressing optimism that
bilateral trade and investment will grow.

He admitted that trade between Qatar and Greexteaisow level but is growing annually.

From January to July this year, Greece exportedymts to Qatar valued at €21.6mn while its impasse pegged at €22.5mn.

Various Qatari investments in Greece are mostlyapei and of a relatively limited size, accordingtte envoy.

“As | said, it is very low. But | believe this trad/olume does not correspond to the potential tf bountries,” the envoy stressed.

Being a considerable importer, he said Qatar ciogitase imports from Greece to help the lattesGemy.

Qatar usually imports high quality marble from Gregwhich also produces high quality fruits, foodi deverages, as well as construction
materials, elevators, cables, and pipes, amongthe

“These imports must continue but this is not engughid Metaxas, noting that Greek companies, masthstruction firms, also invested and
spent a lot of efforts and capital to operate ita@Qa

“Once Greece recovers, this will be a strong sigmahe international markets that the whole Eurstpets to recover as well,” he added. “At
that moment, the values of all Qatari investmeotiad Europe will start to grow and they will yigttbre profits.”

Asked if there was a proposal for financial supfiann the GCC, Metaxas said he did not know of &fgybelieves that they should promote
economic co-operation instead of seeking finartwdp.

The envoy also said the financial crisis had a kmakct on Greece’s tourism especially at the tr@gg of the summer. “The number of
tourists who visited Greece this year may be highan last year during the same period.

The Greek embassy in Doha usually issues more digasy the summer holidays than the winter.

“We are here mainly to give visas to Qatari citzemd their family and staff. All of them are fuigrved,” Metaxas said. “All expatriates also
get visas easily if they want to travel to Greenéasiness or training purposes and can fullyfjustich purposes.”

About how Greek expatriates in Qatar respondetidatisis, the envoy said almost all of them wenrhé during the summer.

“They have relatives and friends and they contirmuelosely follow the developments. They constitateimportant bridge between Qatar and
Greece,” he stressed. Around 2,000 Greeks liveaitaQ
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