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of the Decentralized Administration
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An application is submitted
at Invest in Greece Agency S.A.
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General of Strategic Investments

The Secretary General
of the Decentralized Administration
The Secretary Gen. of Strategic
issues

Investments sends the file
to the Minister of Interior

The Minister of Interior
approves the residence permit
for up to 10 years
Disclaimer:
this Guide contains information known in July 2013. It does not contain a full list of all issues pertaining to its contents and
does not legally bind its author. Any interested party should consult with the competent Greek Consulate for all issues
concerning entry visas in Greece or with the competent administrative unit of the Ministry of Interior for all issues concerning residence permits.
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1.1

Acquisition of real estate property

Whom does it concern;
Citizens of countries, which are not European Union members

What is the minimum value of the real estate property;
250.000 Euros

This sum concern one or more properties;
It does not matter. Whether one or more properties, their total value
must be at least 250.000 Euros.

How is the value of the property/ies proved;
From the value mentioned on the purchase or the rent contract.

What happens if the property belongs to a legal entity;
It does not matter as long as the company shares or the shareholdings
belong in whole to the person that will request the residence permit .

Does the value of 250.000 Euros concern only the purchase of a
real estate property;
No, several alternative options exist:
Purchase of real estate property, or
Timesharing agreement with a duration of at least 10 years, or
Lease with a duration of at least 10 years of hotel facilities or furnished homes in combined tourist facilities (according to Law
4002/2011—article 8§2).
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Entry visa due to real estate acquisition
What type of entry visa is needed in order to purchase real property
and request a residence permit in Greece;
Either a type C Schengen visa ,
or a type D national visa.

What is the difference;
Type C—Schengen visa (for online info click here) :
its holder may stay in Greece and the other Schengen countries for up to 90
days per six-month period. This period start on the day of the first entry in
the Schengen area. If the visa is valid for one entry and the citizen of a third
country wishes to enter Greece again, he/she should request a new visa.
Type D—national visa (for online info click here) :
there is a special provision for real estate property owners or perspective
buyers. Its duration is up to 365 days. Its holder may stay in Greece during
the whole period and travel to or from Greece as often as desired. He/she
may travel to other Schengen countries for a up to 90 days per six-month
period.

What are the conditions for these two types of visa?;
The conditions are different.
Schengen visa (type C) :
the general conditions for a type C visa are applied (click here).
National visa for real estate owners or perspective buyers (type D) :
there is distinction between those who request a national visa in order to
come to Greece and
either purchase real estate property,
or have already purchased such property and intend to request a
residence permit .
The supporting documents that the visa applicant should submit to the Greek Consulate
are different in each case (see Appendix, pages 17-18).
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Which type of entry visa should be used?;
The applicant should take into consideration the following:
- no specific type of visa is required for the real estate property purchase or acquisition.
- If the foreign citizen needs a long period for research or after the acquisition
wishes to stay in Greece for an extended period of time, a type D national visa is
appropriate.
- If 90 days per six month period is long enough, and wishes to request anew an
entry visa for the next trip to Greece, then a type C Schengen visa suffices.
- In both cases, the application for a residence permit must have been submitted
before the expiration of the visa. The applicant can also choose to submit the
application through a proxy person.
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Supporting documents for issuing a type D national visa
(see Appendix, pages 17-18)

1. Application and photo
2. Valid passport or other travel document that is recognized by Greece
3. Copy of penal status
4. Medical certificate proving that the applicant has no contiguous disease, which may endanger public health
5. Travel insurance

In addition, depending on the specific case, the following supporting documents are
required:
Φυσικά πρόσωπα
6. Copy of the notarial act proving the property acquisition. The value representsed must
be at least 250.000€
7. Notarial certificate that the act fulfills the requirements of article 36A of Law 3386/2005
8. Proof of registration to the competent land registry.

In case the property acquisition has not been completed, the following supporting documents are also required:
9. Proof that the applicant has assets whose value exceeds 250.000€ (i.e. certificate by a recognised first class bank or official financial organisation or other recognised securities depository, attesting the
existence of bank accounts or other securities, especially bonds or shares ).

10. Copy of brokerage assignment to a law firm or real estate agency.

Acquisition through a legal entity
6. Copy of the notarial act proving the property acquisition. The value representsed must
be at least 250.000€
1. Copy of the the articles of incorporation of the legal entity, proving that the third country national owns all corporate dividends or shares.
In case the property acquisition has not been completed, the above mentioned #9 and #10
supporting documents are also required.
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Residence permit by real estate acquisition
What is the duration of the residence permit ;
5 years

Can the residence permit be renewed?
Yes, for another 5 years each time, provided that the applicant still owns
the property

May the members of the investor’s family request a residence permit?
Yes. The may request individual residence permits . They must though submit separate applications. Their own permit expires at the same date that
the investor’s permit expires.

Do persons holding a residence permit have the right to work in
Greece?
No

If I get a residence permit, can I add the period of its duration to the
total duration needed in order to request the Greek nationality;
No

I would like to request a residence permit. Should I get an entry visa for
Greece before I submit my application for the residence permit?
Only if you come from a country, whose citizens are required to get an entry visa in order to come to Greece.

Where should I submit the application for a residence permit;
At the Directorate of Foreign Citizens and Immigration of the Decentralized
Administration, at the location of his residence. In some areas though, the
application should be submitted to the Municipality of his/her residence. In
the latter case, the file must transferred to the Decentralized Administration within 15 days.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

General Secretariat of International Economic Relations

8 / 21

1.1

Who decides on the application for a residence permit ;
The Secretary General of the Decentralized Administration.

What advantages provides to its holder a residence permit in Greece?
- He/she may stay continuously in Greece for its whole duration
- He/she may travel to other Schengen countries without a visa, but his/her stay
in those countries cannot exceed 90 days in each 6-month period.
- He/she has access to health or education services, just like any Greek citizen.
How long can it take until the residence permit is issued?
It must be issued within 2 months from the day on which the application was
submitted or reached the Decentralized Administration.

Is the applicant covered from the moment he/she submitted the application
until the day the residence permit is issued?;
Yes.
- If all the supporting documents are submitted, a proof of submission Is issued.
- If an application for a residence permit is submitted for the first time, this proof
of submission is issued, even if the supporting documents with regard to the insurance coverage or the medical certificate of the applicant will be submitted at
a later date.

What is the duration of the proof of submission regarding an application
for a residence permit?
One year.

I submitted an application for a residence permit and I was given a document proving its submission. What can I do with it?
You may travel freely as often as you wish to/from Greece.
Attention: you are not allowed to travel to any other Schengen country. This
means that any flight schedule that requires a flight transfer at the airport of an
other Schengen country should be avoided.
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Supporting documents
in order to submit an application for a residence permit

Three (3) recent colour photos
Copy of a valid passport or other travel document recognized in Greece bearing an entry
visa, whenever an entry visa is required
Health certificate from a Greek state hospital or other medical facility or from a medical
doctor proving that its bearer is free from any contagious disease that may endanger
public health.

Furthermore, the following supporting documents are required:

1. In case it concerns an individual, who has ownership and possession of a

real estate property:
• Copy of the purchase title of the property/ies worth of at least 250.000 Euros.
• A notarian certificate that the property deed fulfills all the requirements set by Law
4146/2013 art. 6 par.2
• Proof that the property title was properly registered at the local Land Registry.
• Certificate proving that medical or health expenses of the applicant will be covered.
2. In case an individual acquires ownership and possession of a real estate

property through a legal entity:
• Copy of the purchase title of the property/ies worth of at least 250.000 Euros.
• A notarian certificate that the property deed fulfills all the requirements set by Law
4146/2013 art. 6 par.2
• Proof that the property title was properly registered at the local Land Registry.
• Copy of the charter of the legal entity proving that the applicant is its sole owner.
• Certificate proving that medical or health expenses of the applicant will be covered.
3. In case that hotel accommodation or furnished tourist residences in a com-

bined tourist facility are leased for a period of at least ten years
• Copy of a notarian act concerning the lease of hotel accommodation or furnished tourist residences in a combined tourist faciltiy are leased for a period of at least ten years.
The above facility must be registered at the Greek National Tourism Organization (GNTO)
• Proof that the lease contract was properly registered at the local Land Registry.
• Certificate proving that medical or health expenses of the applicant will be covered.
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4. In case the application concerns the members of the family of the person who

is requesting or has requested a residence permit
• Certificate proving that medical or health expenses of the applicant/s will be covered.
• A recent certificate of family status from a foreign authority proving the relationship between the main applicant and the members of his/her family.

Decision of the Minister of Interiors nr. 23195 (Gov’t Gazette Β’ 1279/28-5-2013)
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Strategic Investment

Whom does it concern?;
Citizens of countries, which are not members of the European Union

Which investments are considered to be strategic?
An investment is considered to be strategic when is a relevant Decision of
the Interministerial Committee of Strategic Investments has been issued
(Law 3894/2010—Gov’t Gazette Α’ 204)

Who can request a residence permit;
- The legal representative of the entity, which implements the investment
- up to 10 persons, for which a residence permit is considered to be necessary in order to implement the investment

May the members of their family also apply for a residence permit ?;
Yes.
The members of their family may apply.
The same applies to persons assisting those family members provided that
the latter are disabled or have special needs.
The duration of those permits ends when the residence permit of the person on whom they base their right expires
A national visa (type D) from the competent Greek Consulate may be requested (see Appendix, pages 19-20).
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RESIDENCE PERMIT BY STRATEGIC INVESTMENT
What is the duration of a residence permit by strategic investment?
Up to 10 years.

I have a residence permit. Can I count its duration in the timeperiod I need in order apply for Greek citizenship?
No.

Where must the application be submitted;
At “Invest in Greece Agency”.

What is the procedure?
Invest in Greece Agency within 5 days makes a proposal to the Secretary General of Strategic Investments regarding to the relation between
the applicants and the entity implementing the strategic investment
and conveys to him/her the file.
Within 5 days the Secretary General of Strategic Investments conveys
the file to the Minister of Interiors, attaching the relevant decision of
the Interministerial Committee for Strategic Investments and the proposal of Invest in Greece Agency SA.

Who decides on the residence permit?
The Minister of Interiors issues a decision.

What are the advantages of a residence permit in Greece for its
holder?
- He/shecan stay continuously in Greece as long as the residence permit
is valid.
- He/she can travel to other Schengen countries for up to 90 days for
every six-month period.
- He/she has access to health or education services in Greece just like
any Greek citizen.
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Supporting documents for a residence permit by strategic investment
1.

In case it concerns the legal representative of the entity implementing
the investment or persons considered to be important for the implemention of the investment
• Certificate proving that medical or health expenses of the applicant will be covered.

2.

In case it concerns the family members of the above persons
• Certificate proving that medical or health expenses of the applicant will be covered.
• A recent certificate of family status from a foreign authority proving the relationship
between the main applicant and the members of his/her family.

3. In case it concers personnel assisting the above persons
• Certificate proving that medical or health expenses of the applicant will be covered.
• An official document of the country of origin certifying that the applicant’s job is to
assist the person who has special needs or disabilities.
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Procedure regarding a type D national visa
Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, G4 Directorate
OWNERS OF AND INVESTORS IN REAL ESTATE PROPERTY
Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, G4 Directorate
In accordance to Article 6§2 of Law 4146/2013, which added article 36A after article 36 of Law 3386/2005, third country
nationals who intend to invest in real estate property in Greece or own and possess real estate property(ies), either
personally or through a legal entity whose shares or dividends belong to them in their entirety or have leased, for a period of at least ten years of hotel accommodation or furnished tourist residences in combined tourist accommodation as
defined to article 8§2 of Law 4002/2011 can be provided with a national visa (type D), upon their personal appearance
and interview, with the national note "LAW 3386/05 – ARTICLE 36A" in the national data zone "COMMENTS" section
of the visa sticker. More specific:
A.
Third country nationals wishing to enter Greece as holders of ownership, possession and occupation fully or
ab indiviso, of real estate property in Greece shall submit to the competent Consular Authority:
Evidence of purchase of the property (copy of the notarian act for the purchase of real estate property(ies) of at least
€250,000 commercial value, notarial certificate that the purchase contract meets the requirements of article 36A of Law
3386/2005, evidence of registration to the competent land registry).
In case where the purchase procedure has not begun or has not been completed yet, third country nationals must justify their intention to make the purchase by:
a) documents proving their financial status, i.e. certificate by a recognised first class bank or official financial
organisation or other recognised securities depository, attesting the existence of bank accounts or other securities, especially bonds or shares, to cover the investment capital, amounting to at least €250,000;
b) a copy of brokerage assignment to a law firm or real estate agency.
B.
Third country nationals owning property in Greece through a legal person whose shares or dividends belong to
them in their entirety, wishing to enter Greece, shall submit to the competent Consular Authority:
Evidence of purchase of the property (copy of the notarian act for the purchase of real estate property(ies) of at
least €250,000 commercial value, notarial certificate that the purchase contract meets the requirements of article
36A of Law 3386/2005, evidence of registration to the competent land registry).
A copy of the articles of incorporation of the legal entity, proving that the third country national owns all corporate
dividends or shares;
In case when the purchase procedure has not begun or has not been completed yet, third country national must justify
their intention to make the purchase by:
a) documents proving their financial status, i.e. certificate by a recognised first class bank or official financial
organisation or other recognised securities depository, attesting the existence of bank accounts or other securities, especially bonds or shares, to cover the investment capital, amounting to at least €250,000;
b) a copy of brokerage assignment to a law firm or real estate agency.
C.
Third country nationals wishing to enter Greece and have leased, for a period of at least ten years, hotel accommodation or furnished tourist residences in the combined tourist accommodation referred to in article 36A of Law
3386/2005, must submit to the Consular Authority:
Evidence of property lease (copy of notarial act for the lease of hotel accommodation or furnished tourist residences in combined tourist accommodation, proving the
lump sum payment of the rent corresponding to the ten-year lease of the accommodation or furnished tourist residences amounting to €250,000 and mentioning that the relevant GNTO authorisation has been granted, evidence
of registration of the relevant lease contract with the competent land registry.
In case where the relevant procedure has not begun or has not been completed yet, third country nationals must document their intention to make the lease:
a) by documents proving their financial status, i.e. certificate by a recognised first class bank or official financial organisation or other recognised securities depository, attesting the existence of bank accounts or other securities,
especially bonds or shares, to cover the investment capital, amounting to at least €250,000;
b) by a copy of brokerage assignment to a law firm or real estate agency.
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The abovementioned national visa (type D) may be issued for persons referred in points A, B and C, provided that, in
addition to the documents above, they submit to the competent Consular Authority:
A fully completed and signed application form for a long-stay visa, accompanied by a recent photograph in color of
the applicant, which must meet the relevant specifications laid down by ICAO, as these are detailed in «Appendix
2» to this Circular.
A passport or other travel document recognized by our country, according to the list of travel documents which
permit their holders to cross our external borders and on which a visa may be affixed, with a validity which must
exceed by three months the ending date of the visa length, with at least two blank pages, and issued within the
previous ten years (Article 12 para.1 of the Visa Code).
A copy of the applicant’s criminal record issued by the foreign Authorities, certifying the applicant’s criminal status.
In cases where there is a final court decision, regardless of the extent of the penalty carried, and in order to ascertain the relevance of the offence with possible grounds that pose a risk to public order and security, specific parameters shall be taken into account such as the severity of the offence, relapse and a generally unlawful conduct
of the third-country national.
A medical fitness certificate by a recognized state or private organization, certifying that the applicant is free of any
disease capable of putting public health at risk, according to the international situation and the World Health Organization, as well as of other contagious, infectious or parasitic diseases which would require the adoption of public health protection measures.
Travel medical insurance valid for a period of no less than the length of the visa, covering any expenses which
might arise in connection with repatriation for medical reasons, urgent medical attention and/or emergency hospital
treatment.
Finally, the third country nationals referred in points A, B and C above, according to the provisions of Article 36A§2 of
Law 3386/2005, may be accompanied by members of their family as it is defined by article 54§1 of Law 3386/2005 provided that the cost of their living and medical-pharmaceutical care are not incurred by our national welfare system.
These persons may be provided with national visas (type D), with the national note "LAW 3386/05 – ARTICLE 36A
FAMILY" in the national data zone "COMMENTS" section of the visa sticker, provided they submit:
A family status certificate issued by local competent authorities, proving the family relationship.
A fully completed and signed application form for a long-stay visa, accompanied by a recent photograph in color of
the applicant, which must meet the relevant specifications laid down by ICAO, as these are detailed in «Appendix
2» to this Circular.
A passport or other travel document recognized by our country, according to the list of travel documents which
permit their holders to cross our external borders and on which a visa may be affixed, with a validity which must
exceed by three months the ending date of the visa length, with at least two blank pages, and issued within the
previous ten years (Article 12 para.1 of the Visa Code).
A copy of the applicant’s criminal record issued by the foreign Authorities, certifying the applicant’s criminal status.
In cases where there is a final court decision, regardless of the extent of the penalty carried, and in order to ascertain the relevance of the offence with possible grounds that pose a risk to public order and security, specific parameters shall be taken into account such as the severity of the offence, relapse and a generally unlawful conduct
of the third-country national.
A medical fitness certificate by a recognized state or private organization, certifying that the applicant is free of any
disease capable of putting public health at risk, according to the international situation and the World Health Organization, as well as of other contagious, infectious or parasitic diseases which would require the adoption of public health protection measures.
Travel medical insurance valid for a period of no less than the length of the visa, covering any expenses which
might arise in connection with repatriation for medical reasons, urgent medical attention and/or emergency hospital
treatment.
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Procedure regarding a type D national visa
Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, G4 Directorate
STRATEGIC INVESTORS
Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, G4 Directorate
According to Article 6§1 of Law 4146/2013, which added paragraph 8 to article 26 of Law 3386/2005, for investments
defined as "Strategic" by decision of the Interministerial Strategic Investment Committee for inclusion in Law
3894/2010, the legal representative of the strategic investment entity and up to ten (10) persons whose presence in
Greece is considered as a necessary condition for the proper implementation of the strategic business plan may be
provided with a national visa (type D), upon their personal appearance and interview, with the national note "LAW
3386/05 – ARTICLE 26§8" in the national data zone "COMMENTS" section of the visa sticker. This type of national
visa may be issued after a copy of the relevant residence permit approval decision of the Minister of Interior is received
by the Consulate via the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
In addition, third country nationals wishing to enter Greece for the abovementioned purpose shall submit to the competent Consular Authority:
A fully completed and signed application form for a long-stay visa, accompanied by a recent photograph in color of
the applicant, which must meet the relevant specifications laid down by ICAO, as these are detailed in «Appendix
2» to this Circular.
A passport or other travel document recognized by our country, according to the list of travel documents which
permit their holders to cross our external borders and on which a visa may be affixed, with a validity which must
exceed by three months the ending date of the visa length, with at least two blank pages, and issued within the
previous ten years (Article 12 para.1 of the Visa Code).
A copy of the applicant’s criminal record issued by the foreign Authorities, certifying the applicant’s criminal status.
In cases where there is a final court decision, regardless of the extent of the penalty carried, and in order to ascertain the relevance of the offence with possible grounds that pose a risk to public order and security, specific parameters shall be taken into account such as the severity of the offence, relapse and a generally unlawful conduct
of the third-country national.
A medical fitness certificate by a recognized state or private organization, certifying that the applicant is free of any
disease capable of putting public health at risk, according to the international situation and the World Health Organization, as well as of other contagious, infectious or parasitic diseases which would require the adoption of public health protection measures.
Travel medical insurance valid for a period of no less than the length of the visa, covering any expenses which
might arise in connection with repatriation for medical reasons, urgent medical attention and/or emergency hospital
treatment.
According to Article 6§1 of Law 4146/2013, which added paragraph 8 to article 26 of Law 3386/2005, the aforesaid third
country nationals, i.e. the legal representative of the strategic investment entity or and up to ten (10) persons whose
presence in Greece is considered as a necessary condition for the proper implementation of the strategic business
plan, may be accompanied or followed by members of their family as it is defined by article 54§1 of Law 3386/2005.
Provided that the cost of their living and medical-pharmaceutical care are not incurred by our national welfare system,
these persons may be provided with national visa (type D), with the national note "LAW 3386/05 – ARTICLE 26§8
FAMILY" in the national data zone "COMMENTS" section of the visa sticker, provided they submit:
A family status certificate issued by local competent authorities, proving the family relationship.
A fully completed and signed application form for a long-stay visa, accompanied by a recent photograph in color of
the applicant, which must meet the relevant specifications laid down by ICAO, as these are detailed in «Appendix
2» to this Circular.
A passport or other travel document recognized by our country, according to the list of travel documents which
permit their holders to cross our external borders and on which a visa may be affixed, with a validity which must
exceed by three months the ending date of the visa length, with at least two blank pages, and issued within the
previous ten years (Article 12 para.1 of the Visa Code).
A copy of the applicant’s criminal record issued by the foreign Authorities, certifying the applicant’s criminal status.
In cases where there is a final court decision, regardless of the extent of the penalty carried, and in order to ascertain the relevance of the offence with possible grounds that pose a risk to public order and security, specific parameters shall be taken into account such as the severity of the offence, relapse and a generally unlawful conduct
of the third-country national.
A medical fitness certificate by a recognized state or private organization, certifying that the applicant is free of any
disease capable of putting public health at risk, according to the international situation and the World Health Or20 / 21
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ganization, as well as of other contagious, infectious or parasitic diseases which would require the adoption of public health protection measures.
Travel medical insurance valid for a period of no less than the length of the visa, covering any expenses which
might arise in connection with repatriation for medical reasons, urgent medical attention and/or emergency hospital
treatment.
According to Article 6§1 of Law 4146/2013, which added paragraph 8 to article 26 of Law 3386/2005, the aforesaid third
country nationals may be accompanied or followed, upon their personal appearance and interview, third-country nationals as auxiliary staff, provided that the representatives of the strategic investment are persons with special needs.
Provided that the cost of their living and medical-pharmaceutical care are not incurred by our national welfare system,
such persons may be granted national visas, with the national note "LAW 3386/05 – ARTICLE 26§8" in the national
data zone "COMMENTS" section of the visa sticker, provided they submit:
A document of the country of origin, certifying that the third-country national is qualified to be auxiliary staff for a
person with special needs.
A fully completed and signed application form for a long-stay visa, accompanied by a recent photograph in color of the
applicant, which must meet the relevant specifications laid down by ICAO, as these are detailed in «Appendix 2» to this
Circular.
A passport or other travel document recognized by our country, according to the list of travel documents which permit
their holders to cross our external borders and on which a visa may be affixed, with a validity which must exceed by
three months the ending date of the visa length, with at least two blank pages, and issued within the previous ten years
(Article 12 para.1 of the Visa Code).
A copy of the applicant’s criminal record issued by the foreign Authorities, certifying the applicant’s criminal status. In
cases where there is a final court decision, regardless of the extent of the penalty carried, and in order to ascertain the
relevance of the offence with possible grounds that pose a risk to public order and security, specific parameters shall be
taken into account such as the severity of the offence, relapse and a generally unlawful conduct of the third-country
national.
A medical fitness certificate by a recognized state or private organization, certifying that the applicant is free of any disease capable of putting public health at risk, according to the international situation and the World Health Organization,
as well as of other contagious, infectious or parasitic diseases which would require the adoption of public health protection measures.
Travel medical insurance valid for a period of no less than the length of the visa, covering any expenses which might
arise in connection with repatriation for medical reasons, urgent medical attention and/or emergency hospital treatment.
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