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           New York, June, 17th, 2013

Permanent Mission of Chile to the United Nations   885 2nd Avenue, 40th Floor, New York, NY 10017 • Tel (917) 322-6800 • Fax (917) 322-6891E-mail: chile.un@minrel.gov.cl • Website: http://chileabroad.gov.cl/onu/en
The members of the Human Security Network, namely Austria, Chile, Costa Rica, Greece, Ireland, Jordan, Mali, Norway, Panama, Slovenia, Switzerland, Thailand, and South Africa as an observer thank the United Kingdom for  convening the Security Council’s  public debate on Children and Armed Conflict.  We welcome the submission of the Secretary-General’s annual report on Children and Armed Conflict. We also welcome adoption of a Presidential  Statement on this matter. 
Children and armed conflict has long been a priority issue for the Human Security Network. However, the Network notes with regret that today’s debate – the only debate on this important topic in 2013 – is not taking place in its usual open debate format. We understand that for logistical reasons, it has not been possible to organize today’s meeting in an open format. For future debates on this important topic however, we strongly suggest that every Member State will get the opportunity to participate  and to offer its reflections and advice to the Security Council. Today’s format must not represent a precedent for the format of future debates and  we encourage Council members to hold further discussions on this issue on an open and inclusive basis.  
The Human Security Network also expresses its appreciation to Ms. Leila Zerrougui, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict for the work since taking this challenging role last year. She has invested admirable time and energy to fulfill her mandate. We welcome the inclusion of the listing of perpetrators and the highlighting of persistent perpetrators in the Secretary-General’s annual report. The Monitoring and Reporting Mechanisms, the dialogues and resulting action plans, the work of UNICEF, the Task Forces and recognized partners in the field together are part of the well-established international framework for the protection of children in armed conflict. 
We are encouraged to note that within 2012, children from many countries had better protection from the effects of armed conflict, with five new action plans being signed. These plans, when implemented, should lead to the prevention of recruitment of children as soldiers or as persons in support roles or –as often is the case for girls- as sexual slaves, as well as other violations and abuse against children in armed conflict situations. From a human security perspective, a further vital aspect of the plans is the development of programmes to reintegrate former child soldiers into society. 

The Human Security Network also sees the development of partnerships between UN and regional and subregional organizations as relevant in promoting adequate protection for children affected by armed conflict. In this regard, we encourage these organizations to continue their efforts to mainstreaming child protection through their conflict prevention, mediation and peace support operation activities.
However new and ongoing crises in Mali, Central African Republic and Syria for example had –and continue to have– a devastating effect on children. The situation in Syria is of particular and urgent concern. The conflict has now been continuing for more than two years, and in such a 
protracted situation war sadly becomes normalized.  Children come to adulthood having witnessed and experienced violence on a daily basis – while the schools they attend and the hospitals they visit are attacked- or they are asked to play roles in conflict which should not be asked of any child. The longer the violence continues the more children will be scarred, which can only have a deep and painful impact on Syria’s future, however the current crisis is resolved. 
We note with deep concern how the evolving nature of conflict is resulting in children being increasingly exposed to the horrors of war.
The issue of persistent perpetrators of grave violations against children also remains of serious concern. We encourage the Security Council to continue to consider appropriate options for increasing the pressure on persistent perpetrators, including as outlined in the Secretary General’s report as well as by considering expanding the designation criteria of relevant sanctions committees, as appropriate, and welcome continued discussions by the Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict in this regard.  The Human Security Network calls on parties to armed conflict listed in the Annexes of the Secretary General’s report to sign and implement time-bound action plans to halt and prevent the recruitment and use of children as well as all other violations and abuses committed against children. We also affirm the importance of including child protection provisions in all peace negotiations and peace agreements.

We also call for increased efforts to address impunity and to investigate, prosecute and punish all those who commit grave violations against children. Ending impunity for grave violations against children is crucial. In this regard, we welcome Bosco Ntaganda’s transfer to the International Criminal Court. Such actions put perpetrators and would-be perpetrators of child soldier recruitment on notice that their crimes will not go unpunished. 
We also encourage the deployment of dedicated child protection advisers to carry out specific functions which will help to mainstream child protection concerns throughout relevant United Nations peacekeeping, peacebuilding and political missions, in accordance with the Council’s relevant country specific resolutions and the DPKO Directive on Mainstreaming the Protection, Rights and Wellbeing of Children affected by Armed Conflict within UN Peacekeeping Operations. 

The Human Security Network would like to commend the Council on its efforts to address the protection of civilians in armed conflict and encourages the Council to enhance these efforts in a systematic, coordinated, coherent and transparent manner that recognizes the particular vulnerability of children and women – and need of guaranteeing their protection - in situations of armed conflict, post conflict and peace processes. We encourage as well the Council Working Group in their efforts to minimize the time between receipt of country reports and adoption of Working Group conclusions. Finally, the Human Security Network encourages States who have not yet done so to ratify the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict. 

Thank you.

� The Human Security Network is an informal cross-regional group of States that advocates a people-centered, holistic approach to security, complementing the more traditional understanding of national and international security. All member countries, while of diverse regional and developmental backgrounds, show unity in their commitment to human security and their strong belief in the added value of this concept.    








