Guidance Information on the Transport of COVID 19 Human Remains
Considering that there is an increase in requests regarding formalities relating to the international

transport of human remains of persons who have died of suspected or confirmed COVID-19, please be
advised:

1. For the standard operating procedures please click the link below:

https://www.mfa.gr/usa/en/services/services-for-greeks/transport-of-human-remains.html

2. Specifications should be as follows and in accordance with the WHO and the Agreement of the
Transfer of Corpses of the Council of Europe guidance:

* The coffin must be impervious
* The interior must contain absorbent material.
* If the competent authority of the State of departure considers it necessary, the coffin must be
provided with a purifying device to balance the internal and external pressures.
It may consist of: either an outer coffin of wood at least 20 mm thick and an inner coffin of zinc

carefully soldered or of any other material which is self-destroying;

or a single coffin of wood at least 30 mm thick lined with a sheet of zinc or of any other material
which is self-destroying.

* If the cause of death is a contagious disease, the body itself shall be wrapped in a shroud
impregnated with an antiseptic solution.

* According to WHO, body bags are not necessary.

* If the coffin is to be transferred by air, a purifying device should be provided, otherwise

guarantees of resistance recognized to be adequate by the competent authority of the State of
departure must be provided.

f the coffin is to be transported like an ordinary consignment, it must be packaged so that it no longer
resembles a coffin and it must indicate "handle with care".
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